
NO FALLEN WORDS 

The Life of David — Part 3 

1 Samuel 3:19–21 

19 The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the 

ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a 

prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed 

himself to Samuel through his word. 

This is God’s Word 

Because God revealed his Word to Samuel, how did all of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, come 

to recognize Samuel was a prophet? The answer is none of his words fell to the ground. Now let 

me extract two major principles from this text, two very important things the text teaches us, and 

then we’re going to apply them to a couple of various groups of people who are here. First of all, 

what does the text tell us? 

1. God speaks 

Because, you see, it says, “The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh …” Now how did he appear? 

When God appears, he doesn’t necessarily give you Steven Spielberg’s kind of special effects. 

He doesn’t necessarily give you a mystical experience that you say, “Well, it’s hard to describe. 

It’s almost impossible to describe,” though of course he can (some great ones, too, by the way). 

The main way in which he reveals himself is through his Word. We have a God who speaks. 

We have a God who talks, and throughout history, what he did … and you see this in the Bible 

… is he would come to certain people, prophets and apostles, and he would reveal his Word. So 

God reveals himself through words, through affirmations, through propositions, through 

assertions, through sentences. 

For example, there’s a very interesting spot where Peter is preaching one of the first sermons 

in the book of Acts, and at at one point he quotes Psalm 2. Here’s how he quotes it. He says, 

“God, by the mouth of David, did by the Holy Spirit say …” and then he quotes Psalm 2. In 

other words, Peter, when he reads Psalm 2, when he reads the psalm written by David, doesn’t 

say these are David’s words about God, but because David was a prophet, these are God’s 

words. 

God said this through David. God said this through the mouth of David, through the pen of 

David, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the first thing we learn here is God 

speaks, and the things the prophets and the apostles give us in the Scripture are not just words 

about God, but they’re God’s words. 

2. God’s words don’t fall to the ground 



God has no fallen words. What does that mean? This is a very picturesque Hebrew way of saying 

things. If you read Hebrew, you’ll very often find Hebrew is incredibly concrete, very 

metaphorical in the way it speaks about things. For example, in the Old Testament, when you’re 

reading it in English, it’ll talk about the presence of God, but there is no word for presence in 

Hebrew. 

Whenever you see the word presence, it’s really the Hebrew word face: panim … the face of 

God. Hebrew is very, very concrete, and here it says none of Samuel’s words fell to the ground, 

but it doesn’t exactly say that. It says God let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. What 

that means is not that Samuel never said anything wrong. When Samuel prophesied, when God 

revealed his Word to Samuel and Samuel spoke it, none of his words ever fell to the ground, and 

as a result, everybody knew he was a prophet. 

Now what does that mean? What does it mean that God’s words never fall to the ground? 

Well, I had to do a little bit of a study, and the word here that is mentioned means to rot or to fall 

into pieces. What it’s really saying is the words of God never, ever pass away. The words of God 

take up space. The words of God never evaporate. The words of God never pass away. They 

never fall apart. They never go. 

Now there’s a great place where Martin Luther actually puts it this way. Martin Luther says 

the word of a human being is a little sound that goes out into the air and is gone, but the Word of 

God is heavier than heaven and earth. Indeed, it outweighs the heavens and the earth, and it will 

outlast them. Now, do you see what Luther is saying? Human words don’t take up space. Human 

words pass away. 

Human words are really just a kind of vibration of molecules in the air that fall on your ear, 

and then they’re gone and they haven’t done a thing. You know, the best picture of this is the old 

story of King Canute, and without going into the old myth of King Canute, what does King 

Canute do? King Canute puts his throne at the shoreline, and as the tide comes in, what does he 

say? What does he say to the water? 

“Stop!” And it doesn’t stop, because when a human being says, “Stop,” that doesn’t do a 

thing, because human words fall to the ground. Human words evaporate. Human words pass 

away. Human words don’t actually have any real effect. If you want to stop the ocean, you’re 

going to have to actually do something, because human words are not deeds in this sense. Human 

words can’t actually stop the ocean. You have to do something. 

But God’s words are different. It does not say in Genesis, “God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and 

then he made the light,” does it? It doesn’t say that. If you say, “Let there be light,” you have to 

turn it on. If God says, “Let there be light,” it says there is light. Why? Because God’s words are 

actions, because when God speaks something … Now let me give you another great little 

Hebrew metaphor. 

It says God’s Word will never return to him void. What does that mean? When God speaks a 

word, it is reality. It shapes reality. God’s words, when he says, “Don’t lie,” when he says, “You 

must repent,” when he says, “You must be born again,” when he says, “Thou shalt not commit 

adultery,” when he says, “Husbands, love your wives,” are not like King Canute’s words, saying, 

“Stop!” and now he has to do something. 

His words define reality. His words are reality. His words are the I-beams, the structure of 

reality. They’re the shape of reality. His words don’t fall to the ground. Now let me put it to you 

a couple of other ways. When Jesus Christ says, “… the Scripture cannot be broken …” he is 

saying anything God says will have an effect. It can’t possibly be ineffectual. When Jesus says of 



the Law of God, “Not a jot or tittle will pass away until all is fulfilled,” he’s saying the same 

thing. 

Okay, now let’s move into the application. There are the two principles. The first principle is 

we have a God who speaks. The second principle is his words are different than our words. His 

words will have an effect. They are not abstractions. They stand forever, and every one of his 

words will, in the end, stand. Every one of his words will have an effect. 

Now what does that mean? Let’s apply this. Let’s apply it just generally, because in a minute 

I’m going to turn around and apply it to people who teach the Word, to Drew and others of us 

who are present who do this regularly. But first of all, let’s talk about all of us in general. Here 

are some of the applications. First of all … Do you want the bad news first or the good news? 

What would you like? 

Let’s do the bad news first. I think that’s rhetorically sound. Yes. Okay, the bad news first. 

The first principle is that the Scripture cannot be broken. That means the Scripture cannot be 

resisted. The Word of God cannot be resisted. The Word of God will break you one way or the 

other. In Jeremiah 23:29, God says, “Is not my Word a fire or a hammer that breaks the rock in 

pieces?” 

Let me put it a couple of different ways. The first thing is the Word of God cannot be 

resisted, and in the end, nobody … let me put it this way … can disobey God’s Word. Nobody. 

When Jesus says, “the Scripture cannot be broken,” right away, you start to say, “What? How 

could that be? Doesn’t the Scripture say, ‘Thou shalt not lie,’ ‘Thou shalt not bear false witness’? 

This is New York! People break the Scripture all the time! What could that mean?” 

When Jesus says, “The Law will not pass away until all is fulfilled,” you say, “What do you 

mean, the Law?” This is in the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus says that. He says, “The Law 

of God will not pass away, not one jot or tittle will pass away until all is fulfilled.” What does he 

mean? If he had said prophesy … If he said, “All the prophecies of the Bible will not pass away 

until all is fulfilled,” that would be one thing, but he says the Law. 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” “Thou shalt not steal.” “Thou shalt not kill.” He says you 

can’t break it. He says it will be fulfilled, and you say, “Well, how could that possibly be?” Well, 

this is what it means: In the end, nobody can disobey the Word of God. In the short run, you 

come to the Word of God and submit to it, in which case it breaks your pride. If you obey it, if 

you submit to it, it will break your pride. 

For example, “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” Let’s take this. Don’t lie. That’s the Word 

of God. Now the Word of God does not fall to the ground, so if you come into contact with that 

and you let it have its way with you, it will humble you. It will show you that you have to 

humble yourself, and it will show you that you are a liar. We’re all liars. We lie to ourselves. We 

deceive ourselves. We lie to other people. 

If we let the Word of God come in, it’s a hammer. It can’t be resisted. It doesn’t fall to the 

ground. It will break us. It will break our pride, and it will turn us into honest people. What’s the 

alternative? The only alternative is if you don’t let the Word of God break your pride, someday it 

will break your life. Someday it will judge you. Well, you say, “How?” I’ll tell you how. 

Go ahead. Lie. Go ahead. Some of you are. You know what’s happening? The more you lie, 

the less you know yourself. When you lie to people around you, you’re abusing them. You’re 

treating them like infants. You’re keeping the truth away from them. You’re taking away their 

power. You’re taking away their humanity. 

When you lie, you destroy your marriage. When you lie, you destroy relationships. When 

you lie, you destroy your own knowledge of yourself. Go ahead. Try to break the Word of God, 



and it will break you. The Word of God cannot be broken. The words of God never fall to the 

ground. Let me go one step further. You can either let the Word of God break your pride, or else 

it will eventually break your life. 

The Bible says that on the last day, the Word of God will get up and actually break your soul. 

There’s this awful, awful place where Jesus says to some of the people who aren’t believing, 

“The men of Nineveh will stand up on the last day and judge you, because they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah, but a greater-than Jonah is here.” 

What is he saying? The men of Nineveh will rise up and judge you? What he’s trying to say 

is you will be judged by the amount of knowledge you have. He’s saying you have more 

knowledge than the men of Nineveh had. When Jonah went out there and preached … Have you 

ever seen how Jonah preached the gospel? He did a very bad job. 

In Jonah 3, we’re told Jonah goes into Nineveh and he says, “In 40 days, God will destroy 

you.” He doesn’t say, “If you repent, maybe God will …” You know, he doesn’t mention that 

part. He didn’t even give them the good news. You know what they all did in Nineveh? They 

said, “Maybe if we repent God will have mercy.” Jonah wouldn’t tell them that, and that’s 

another story. 

Jonah didn’t do a very good job, and yet they repented, and Jesus says, “I’ve given you more 

knowledge, more of the Word of God, and the more of the Word of God you have, the greater 

your judgment will be on the last day.” The men of Nineveh, the Word of God, will rise up and 

judge you. The Scripture can’t be broken. I told you. You want the bad news first? Here it is: The 

bad news is you can’t escape the Word of God. 

You can escape my words every bit as much as the sea could escape the words of King 

Canute. Human words fall to the ground, but not the Word of God. It will not return empty. God 

says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” Peter says we are 

born again by what? The imperishable Word of God. That’s the bad news. 

Can I tell you the good news? Here’s the good news: The good news is if you’re willing to 

take the Word of God in, you’ll become an imperishable person. Look at Jesus Christ. Jesus 

Christ was absolutely obsessed with the Word of God. I don’t know how else to put it. This is a 

very, very, very short list. 

If you see Jesus Christ saying, “Not a jot or a tittle will pass away until all is fulfilled,” every 

place where you see Jesus making a decision, being asked a question … I’ll go further. Every 

place where you see Jesus in any kind of trouble, in any kind of difficulty … in fact, when you 

finally see Jesus in the extremity, when you see him going crazy, when you see him breaking, his 

mind and his heart breaking under the wrath of God, what is he doing? 

Always, always … When he is being tempted by the Devil, when he’s dying on the cross, 

when he’s being rejected by the people he loves most, what does he always do? He quotes the 

Bible, everywhere. For example, Peter takes out his sword in the Garden of Gethsemane to 

defend Jesus. What does Jesus do? He says, “Peter, don’t you think my Father could send 12 

legions of angels and save me? But Peter, then how would the Scripture be fulfilled?” 

In other words, what Jesus is saying is, “I’m doing what the Scripture says. The Scripture 

says I have to die.” He’s on the road to the cross, and he has the cross on his back, and he sees 

some women crying. What does he say? “Daughters of Jerusalem, weep for yourselves. Don’t 

weep for me, for they someday will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us, 

and hide us from the face of him who sits upon the throne.’ ” 

Jesus is quoting Scripture on the way to the cross, but then, of course, in the most agony of 

his soul, when he’s on the cross, what does he quote? “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 



me?” What is that? That’s a quote! That’s Psalm 22! When you are in enormous pain, when you 

are about to burst, when you are at the very, very nadir of your life, when you are at the very end 

of your rope, whatever comes to your mind are those which are the deepest things in your heart. 

The things you turn to at moments like that are the deepest things of your heart, the center of 

your being. What was it for Jesus? The Scripture, and because of the Scripture, because Jesus 

himself relied on the Scripture, he didn’t fall to the ground. If you take the Word of God into 

your life, if you build your life on that, I don’t care how your family laughs at you. I don’t care 

how your profession laughs at you. 

I don’t care if people say you’re absolutely crazy. Heaven and earth will pass away, and your 

family will pass away, and your career will pass away. If you take your stand on the Word of 

God and the op-ed page of the New York Times laughs at you, it points the finger at you … but 

50 years from now, the people writing on the op-ed page of the New York Times will laugh at the 

people who wrote 50 years before. 

That’s the way it is. The people who are trendy now and at the top, the people who are the 

worldly experts now will be laughed at in, not 50 years, but 10 years from now, 20 years from 

now. C.S. Lewis says, “All that is not eternal is eternally out of date.” “Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away.” That’s the good news. Take it in. Jesus Christ 

himself took it in. 

Another thing we learn from this, since there are no fallen words, is you have to submit to the 

Word of God. There is no escape. Through the Word of God, you can be someone who never 

falls to the ground. You can become an imperishable person. You can be someone who can know 

what you’re going to be doing a billion years from now. 

You can even know, really, who you will be. You can know a lot of the people who you are 

going to be spending time with a billion years from now. How can you know that far ahead? 

Futurologists never seem to be able to tell even 10 years ahead. How can you know that? If you 

build your life on God’s Word. 

Now the last thing is very, very important. It says here … Do you not see something very 

interesting? God revealed himself through the Word of God. How do you want to get to know 

God personally? It doesn’t say God just revealed his mind. It doesn’t say God revealed his ethics, 

though he did, God revealed his doctrine, though he did, God revealed his theology, though he 

did. God revealed himself. 

If there’s anybody here who’s (and I’m sure some of you are) pretty uncomfortable with 

what I’m saying, you’re hearing a preacher get up and say, “The Bible is true. It’s the Word of 

God. You have to build your life on it. If you try to break it, it will break you.” It’s like gravity. 

Try to break the law of gravity … Nobody will give you a ticket. They don’t need to, see. 

Go to the top of your apartment building and try to fly off. There are no laws against that, 

really, because you see, the law of gravity will break you. And I’m saying that’s the case with the 

Word of God, and some of you are saying, “Oh, I believe in a God of love. I believe in a 

personal God, not a God who gives out all these rules and tells you exactly how you’ll live. I 

believe you get to know a God of love, and then you have to do what comes naturally and what’s 

right for you.” 

Let me tell you something quickly. If you come to the Bible and you say, “Some of these 

things are good and some of these things aren’t. Some of these things I can accept, and some of 

these things I really can’t believe anymore. You know, we’re modern people. We can’t believe 

that anymore,” let me tell you what you have. You say you have a personal God. I say you have a 



wooden God. You have an abstraction, because you now have a God who can never contradict 

you. 

You go to the Bible and you say, “I like this. I don’t like that. I think God said this. I don’t 

think God said that.” Let me ask you a question. How can God tell you something you hate? 

How can God tell you something very difficult to hear? If you have anyone in your life who 

really loves you, if you have anyone in your life who’s a real person … Your computer can’t do 

this, but people will tell you things you don’t want to hear. 

People will come at you. People will contradict you. Do you have a God who can contradict 

you? Do you have a personal God, or do you have a God who’s just an extension of your 

feelings? If you don’t have an infallible Bible, you don’t have a personal God. God reveals 

himself through the Word. If you don’t have an infallible Bible, you have a God who you have 

created, a cookie-cutter God, a God you have put together for yourself. 

How in the world is he ever going to help you when your heart is broken? How is he ever 

going to tell you you’re good when you feel like spit? How is he ever going to contradict you to 

tell you good things you don’t want to believe if you don’t let him tell you bad things you don’t 

want to believe? How will you ever? He reveals himself through his Word, and his words will 

never fall to the ground. 

Now those of us who teach God’s Word, what does this say? Especially Drew … Where are 

you, Drew? You’re here. Aren’t you here somewhere? Hi, Drew. How are you? A couple of 

things: First of all, will you notice something? When Samuel spoke God’s Word, his Word 

didn’t fall to the ground. It really doesn’t say anything Samuel said. 

That means when you or any of us here who teach the Word of God teach, the first and most 

important thing is we have to make sure we’re doing exegesis, not eisegesis of the Scriptural 

text. We have to make sure we’re telling people what the text says and not what we want it to 

say. It’s extremely important, and I’m afraid all of us are going to fail to some degree. 

When you’ve been in the ministry for 20 years … Sometimes I pull old sermons out, and I’ll 

see things I said, and I say, “Oh my gosh, that wasn’t true. The text didn’t say that. I wanted it to 

say that,” and my words have fallen to the ground. In many cases they have. I’ve told people 

things that in the end, in the long run, were not terribly practical, because they weren’t true. I 

won’t go into that list; it’s a painful list. 

The first thing you have to do is you have to make sure what you’re preaching are God’s 

words, not your words, God’s Word, not your opinion. That’s the most important thing. 

Secondly, you notice something else it says which is very important. It says, “The Lord was with 

Samuel …” If you’re going to be a person whose words don’t fall to the ground, you not only 

have to preach the text, but you have to nurture your own relationship with God. 

There’s a place where Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4, “… we do not preach ourselves but 

Christ …” Okay, that’s the point. We don’t preach ourselves but Christ, but how is it we do it? 

It’s in 2 Corinthians 4:5 where Paul says, “We do not preach ourselves but Christ, for God, who 

made light shine out of the darkness, has shown in our hearts to give us the light of the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

In other words, Paul says, “Out of the experience I have, out of the experience of God’s 

presence, I’m preaching, and that’s how I keep myself from preaching myself.” You have to be 

with God, just like Samuel was, and you have to make sure your preaching is his Word, not your 

word. Here’s one last thing. The third thing: If the Bible is what we say it is, if the Bible is what 

it says it is, that means you don’t have to worry too much about being incredibly eloquent. 



You don’t have to worry too much about speaking complete sentences. Look at me. You 

know, people come to listen to me, and I never speak in complete sentences. You don’t have to 

be terribly eloquent. You don’t have to be necessarily incredibly dynamic, but here’s what you 

have to do: You have to lay the Word of God out, because if the Word of God is true, it has its 

own power. 

A 350-pound guy with a wet noodle isn’t anywhere near as dangerous as a 90-pound 

weakling with a bomb. You work it out for yourself. You have to be with him, you have to make 

sure what you’re preaching are his words, not your words, and if that’s true, none of your words 

will fall to the ground. Let’s pray. 

Our Father, we ask that you would help us sense the importance of the infallible Word. We live 

in a time in which people want spiritual experience. They want a personal God, they want a real 

God, but they do not want an infallible Word. They don’t want absolute truth. Would you help us 

see tonight that there will be no personal, spiritual, deep, intimate, loving relationship with you 

unless we can receive your Word? 

We pray tonight, as we ordain one particular man whose job it’s going to be to teach the Word, 

you would help us to appreciate this great ministry and appreciate the Word that is ministered in 

the church. So we pray that as we honor and set aside this man, we might appreciate the Word of 

God you have given us and the prophets and the apostles and the preachers through the ages 

who have meant so much to all of us. We pray this in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 




